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INTRODUCING OUR COMMUNITY OFFICER 
Yamel Marmolejos-Tolentino 

I have been a law enforcement officer for the past seven 
years, beginning as a cadet with the Kent County Sheriff’s 
Office. I attended the Grand Rapids Community College in 
2017 and was hired by the Lansing Police Department upon 
graduation. After three years of gaining some hands-on 
experience, I returned to the Kent County Sheriff’s Office as a 
road patrol deputy. In total, I have five years as a Road Patrol 
Officer, and I am bilingual in English and Spanish. 

Throughout my career, I’ve had the opportunity to hone my 
communication skills with people from all walks of life. In 
addition to usual road patrol calls for service requiring a high 
level of skill, I became certified as a Crisis Intervention Officer 
and Hostage Negotiator. I thoroughly enjoy all aspects of my 
career and believe in giving back to the community, which is 
why I pursued becoming a community officer. I can be a 
trusting figure to assist and educate the community in various 
matters. 

I am beyond excited to partake in community events and 
meetings and get to know everyone! I look forward to using 
my resources and skills to help make this community even 
better than it already is.  

Don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions you may have. 
Please feel free to contact me anytime by cell at (616) 490-
4432 or email at yamel.marmolejos@kentcountymi.gov. 

INTRODUCING OUR NEW ZONING 
ADMINISTRATOR Jeff Brinks 

Since there is a new name attached to the Zoning 
Department update, it seemed appropriate to begin with an 
introduction. The Township Board hired me as a consultant to 
fill the role of Zoning Administrator starting in December of 
last year. I am a 51-year resident of Byron Township and have 
served at the pleasure of the Township Board for 
approximately 30 years. Over that time, I have been a 
member of both the both the Zoning Board of Appeals and 
Planning Commission.  

The Township Board designates the Zoning Administrator as 
the person who administers and enforces the Zoning 
Ordinance. As the Township continues to grow and change, I 
look forward to bringing my years of experience to bear in 
this new role. I will be assisted in these duties by Lorie Kurnat. 
Together, we will be happy to help address any zoning 
questions you might have.       

CLERK’S CORNER Peggy Sattler 

The passing of Proposal 2 in the November 8, 2022 election 
brings about a few changes when it comes to voting in 
Michigan. I will highlight some of these changes below: 

 A voter will only need to submit a one-time absentee 

ballot application in order to receive absentee 

ballots for all future elections. Previously, an 

absentee ballot application was required for each 

election before a ballot could be issued. 

 Voters will have the option to vote in-person 9 days 

before all state and federal elections as opposed to 

voting only on election day. 

 The State of Michigan will fund all prepaid postage 

for voters to return both their absentee ballot 

applications and ballots. Previously, each voter was 

responsible for the postage necessary for their ballot 

return. 

These are just a few of the changes initiated by Proposal 2, 
and we expect to hear more in the coming months to clarify 
how these changes will be implemented in future elections. 
If you have any questions, feel free to call me at (616) 878-
6011 or contact me by email at peggy@byrontownship.org.  

FROM THE ASSESSOR Tim Baker 

As you all are aware, prices have increased, which is called 

inflation. It is no surprise that inflation (Consumer Price 

Index) is going to increase the value of your home. Look at 

your Assessment Notice in March—you should see the annual 

dollar increase in your property tax bill. The good news is that 

under proposal “A,” the maximum taxable value increase is 

5% or inflation (CPI)—whichever is less. This cap is in place to 

limit the pain of inflation for long-term homeowners.  

Assessed Value (AV) is based on 50% of market value (True 

Cash Value) as required by state law. Although numerous 

factors are considered by the Assessor’s Office in arriving at 

the initial market value of a property, increases in market 

value from year to year are attributable to increased sale 

prices of properties in an assessing neighborhood as well as 

additions, remodeling, etc. These increases in market value 

result in an increase in assessed value. 

State Equalized Value (SEV) is assessed value as finalized by 

the County and State Equalization process. In most cases, the 

SEV and AV will be the Same. 
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Taxable Value (TV) is the value to which the millage rate is 

applied. Taxable Value is subject to a “cap” and can be 

increased only by the amount of the Consumer Price Index 

(CPI) or 5%—whichever is lower. This results in Capped Value. 

Taxable Value must be the lower of the SEV or Capped Value. 

Capped Value (CV) is the calculated value that takes last 

year's taxable value minus any physical losses (i.e.: 

demolition), increased by the CPI or 5% (whichever is less), 

plus any physical additions (ie: new construction). 

Consumer Price Index (CPI) is determined each year by the 

State of Michigan. Every municipality in the State is required 

to use the CPI to calculate the capped value.  The CPI is not 

subject to appeal. 

Notices: 
*We have an assessor who is taking photos of your home 
from the street. 
*How to read your 2023 Assessment Notice is on our 
website:     
https://www.byrontownship.org/government/township_dep
artments/assessor/ 
*The March Board of Review is March 13 & 14. Call if you 
want to make an appointment.  

If you have any questions, please call 616-878-6033.  

FROM WATER AND SEWER Marc Faber 

A few points of interest as we head into mid-Winter and 
anticipate early Spring: 

Utility rates for 2023: 
Annually, Byron Township Water & Sewer along with Gaines 
Charter Township review the billing rates based upon last 
year’s revenue and expenses. This rate sheet has been 
included in the quarterly invoices beginning January 2023. In 
a short summary, the rates have decreased slightly. The full 
rate sheet is included on the January, February and March 
utility invoices. The on-line version is located on our website 
at: www.byrontownship.org. Go to “Home,” “Government,” 
“Water & Sewer,” “Water & Sanitary Sewer Ordinance,” and 
on the left side, “2023 Water & Sewer Rates.”     

ACH on-line payment: 
The Water & Sewer Department does offer autopay (ACH) 
payment for the quarterly utility bills. There are NO service 
fees, and it is secure. Interested? Call or e-mail Angie at 616-
878-0660 or angie@byrontownship.org. 

The “On-line bill” pay feature from your bank: 
This is a very convenient service which is initiated by YOU to 
allow the bank/credit union to pay the utility invoice. A key 
feature needed is the account number for proper payment 
application. We are seeing homeowners moving and not 
changing their account number. This is a very easy fix on your 
part. Also, online bill pay still does rely on the US Post to 
deliver the payment so your financial institution will take this 
timeframe into consideration when sending payment. 

Are you moving out of Byron Center? 
If you are a Water customer, one of the closing items you will 

need to remember is to call us for a “final” read on your 
home. Once you know the closing date, just call and we will 
get the read scheduled. Very easy! 

FROM THE TREASURER Robin Haaksma 

 Are you buying a new home and wondering what your 
annual property taxes will be? See the formula below: 

Divide your purchase price by 2  
Move the decimal 3 spaces to the left 
Multiple that amount by the millage rate (the 2022 rate for a 
primary residence was 30.6752) 

For example: 
$300,000 / 2 = $150,000 
Move the decimal 3 spaces to the left: $150.00 
$150 x 30.67.52 = $4601.28 in annual taxes 

If we can help you with anything else, please don’t hesitate to 
call 616-878-3196. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS:  
March: 
13 Township Board 5:30 pm  
20 Planning Commission 7:00 pm 
22 Zoning Board of Appeals 5:30 pm 
27 Township Board 5:30 pm 
April: 
  7       Township Office CLOSED                                    all day 
10 Township Board 5:30 pm 
17 Planning Commission  7:00 pm 
24 Township Board 5:30 pm 
26 Zoning Board of Appeals 5:30 pm 
May: 
  8 Township Board 5:30 pm 
15 Planning Commission 7:00 pm  
22 Township Board 5:30 pm 
24 Zoning Board of Appeals 5:30 pm 
29 Township Office CLOSED all day 
June: 
12 Township Board 5:30 pm  
19 Planning Commission 7:00 pm 
26 Township Board 5:30 pm 
28 Zoning Board of Appeals 5:30 pm 
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